Brandeis Bulletin - San Fernando Valley Chapter

June - July 2011

San Fernando Valley
Chapter
Happenings
June/July 2011

Editors: Phyllis Davidson, Sarita Waldman

President: Harriet Glass Ulmer

1

June - July 2011

Brandeis Bulletin - San Fernando Valley Chapter

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
To close out my first term as President of the SFV Chapter of the Brandeis National
Committee, it seems appropriate to report on the “State of the Chapter”:
1. It’s been a tough year for the economy and we felt the repercussions as did
others. As of this writing, with another month to go in this Fiscal Year, we have
reached 99% of our Membership Goal. The average age of our members is healthy
and our future is robust. Continued Member Coffees for new and prospective members
provide guests with information about Brandeis and our chapter, and opportunities
for us to help them sign up or start their own interest groups. (Thank you Mary
Millman, Lily Williger, Lynda Spector, the Study Group VPs, Sue Rosenfield, Ruth
Young, and the Membership Liaison Committee led by Jeri Hurwitz.)
2. Major fundraising events included the successful Fall Luncheon (Spotlight on
Hollywood); the sold-out University on Wheels featuring Brandeis Professor Anita
Hill, held in partnership with the Los Angeles Chapter; the popular Words, Wit &
Wisdom: Books & Authors Luncheon with five acclaimed authors; and the excellent
4-part Speaker Series. (Thank you Barbara Fein, Dee November, Renee Symans, Carole Sookman, Sandy
Morgan, Evaline Fishman, Lynne Reinschreiber, Bella Goldstine, Bobbi Kostin, and Joyce Sindel.)
3. We now have 110 functioning Study Groups with another 10 about to become official. Managing this many
interest groups is challenging and the demand never slows. The annual brunch honoring Study Group Leaders
and Coordinators will be held July 22nd and incorporate break-out training sessions. (Thank you Evelyn Perl,
Lynda Allen; Muriel Eiduson; and their committee of Sally Hanes, Judy Cohn, Mary Millman, and Sue
Rosenfield.) Forgive me if I’ve left anyone out; I know many others helped as needed.
4. Community Service efforts comprised a Holiday Toy Drive for the Valley Child and Family Guidance Center;
the ever-charming Melody Mavens visiting senior communities and hospitals; and members Knitting Hats for
Israeli Soldiers. We can do more….
5. National selected us as one of seven BNC chapters to conduct a one-time chapter-specific focus group. The
results contributed to BNC’s “Visioning Project”, a strategic plan for the future. This professionally managed
process will help National gain better insights into the needs and interests of members. National has made a
commitment to address the issues raised in the focus groups, as have we. (Thank you to newcomers Sherri
Blumenthal Diamond and Diana Dicker for volunteering to run our focus group and develop the report; and to
Jeri Herman for hosting.)
6. We achieved chapter priorities to increase communications with our 1200+ members, promote cost efficiencies,
aid recruitment, and go green—ecological commitments whereby emailing will save money, trees and paper:
·

In December, we produced our chapter’s first electronic Bulletin. The Board will sponsor several
different learning avenues for members who want to learn more about opening and printing email
attachments. (Thank you Sarita Waldman, Phyllis Davidson, and Judy Cohn.)

·

Last month, we launched our chapter’s website at brandeissfv.org (and .com). It is a work in progress.
Thank you to our official Webmaster, Judy Cohn, for two years of dedicated and diligent work developing
the site.

·

We created a computerized database of Members and Friends to enable our sending emails to the
approximately 70% of our chapter’s members who have email addresses. (Thank you Deyna Alexander
and Sally Hanes, with much gratitude to non-member Deborah Shapiro, our expert guide down this
unfamiliar path.) This goes “live” in June, with Deyna Alexander as Database Manager.

In closing, I want to thank the outgoing Board for their support and understanding, and congratulate them on
their hard work and loyalty to the BNC Mission. To the incoming Board members, I look forward with you to a
year of innovation, teamwork, fulfilled goals, and new horizons. And to all a reminder: Philanthropy is the
reason we have joined together on behalf of Brandeis University; Study Groups are the benefits; and
friendship and intellectual stimulation are our rewards.

Warm wishes,

Harriet Glass Ulmer
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Words, Wit & Wisdom: Books & Authors Luncheon
On Thursday, April 28th, our BNC San Fernando Valley Chapter hosted its 22nd annual Words, Wit and
Wisdom: Books and Authors Luncheon, which was attended by 225 members and guests. They came to
Valley Beth Shalom in Encino, to hear our moderator and author, Rabbi Zoe Klein of Temple Isaiah, who
graduated from Brandeis, and distinguished authors, Kenneth Turan, Nina Revoyr, Cara Black, and Susan
Straight. Rabbi Klein spoke about her book “Drawing in the Dust, “ Kenneth Turan spoke about “Free For
All”, Nina Revoyr, spoke about “Windshooters”, Susan Straight spoke about “Take One Candle Light a Room”,
and Cara Black spoke about “Murder in the Marais”
It was a delicious lunch and stimulating program as each author told about their background, their books,
and why they chose particular topics and genres about which to write. Everyone enjoyed listening to the
speakers and of course meeting them.
Thank you to all who attended this successful event and purchased the author’s books.
A very special thank you to our committee of hardworking members, who helped make this event such a
success. Proceeds will benefit the Brandeis University Libraries.
Evaline Fishman and Lynne Reinschreiber co-chairs
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Installation Luncheon
May 19th was a bright, sunny day in Tarzana following a week of rain. We all welcomed the good weather as
we gathered at Braemar Country Club for our annual Installation Luncheon. The panoramic views and
wonderful lunch created a perfect ambience for celebration. Will you ever forget that wickedly enticing
chocolate cake?
Joyce Sindel, Co-Chair of the event welcomed everyone on behalf of herself and Co-Chair Dee November,
who organized the Installation but was unable to attend. Joyce acknowledged the many Past Presidents in
attendance and all the people who worked so hard to make this a memorable event.
The morning’s program began with President Harriet Glass Ulmer summarizing our chapter’s accomplishments
this past year. Past President and BNC National Executive Committee Member Ruth Young formally
discharged the 2010-11 (Fiscal Year June 30-July1) Board Officers and Board Members and then proceeded
to install the Board Officers and Board Members for 2011-12. Board Director Linda Drescher presented Ruth
with a certificate of donation made in her honor as a thank you from our Chapter, to the Brandeis University
Learned Research Journal (LRJ) Collection. Past President Aileen Feinstein presented Harriet with the
Presidential Gavel as she presides for a second term.
Board Director Renee Symans delivered the Invocation and Hamotzi. After lunch, Past President Marion
Berkovitz introduced noted attorney Laurie Levenson, J.D., our speaker for the day, and also presented her
with an LRJ. Levenson is Professor of Law at Loyola Law School, the David Burcham Chair for Ethical
Advocacy and Director of the Center for Ethical Advocacy. She spoke of current political and social issues
facing Californians as well as issues facing Israel and US–Israel relations. Laurie brought much humor and
legal knowledge to her insightful remarks.
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New and Prospective Member Coffee
Coffees are held every other month for new and prospective members. The most recent Coffee was held
May 4th at the home of Membership VP Lynda Spector.
There were sixteen guests, including a husband — reflecting the increasing number of male members.
Several Board members were present to introduce the group to the history of Brandeis and the benefits of
belonging to the Brandeis National Committee. Also present were representatives of the SFV Membership
Liaison Committee. As we went around the room, each had the opportunity to tell something about
themselves and found much in common.
It’s amazing how many come from the same city or attended the same high school, or even emigrated from
the same country. Everyone was very friendly and enthusiastic, and the morning was a huge success. Most
had joined prior to the meeting or signed up on the spot. We look forward to having them as part of our San
Fernando Valley Chapter.
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Brandeis Researchers Make Strides
in Understanding ALS
There has been a significant
advance in the effort to understand
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
by successfully reversing the
toxicity of a mutated protein.
Currently there’s no cure or
prevention for the disease, which
affects nerve cells in the brain and
the spinal cord. Most frequently referred to as Lou Gehrig’s
disease, after its most famous victim, ALS typically causes
death due to respiratory paralysis within three to five years
of onset.
Genes have been identified for many of the 10 percent of ALS
cases that run in families, and people with one of those mutant
genes are likely to develop the disease. While a few of those
genes might also contain mutations that increase risk for the
more common forms of ALS, it’s one 2 of those genes that got
the attention of Gregory Petsko, professor of biochemistry
and molecular pharmacodynamics, and Dagmar Ringe,
professor of aging and neurodegenerative disease. Through
research in their lab, they’ve reported success in blocking the
lethal effects of the gene by placing several human genes into
a yeast cell that shows many similar features to the diseasecausing proteins.

Graduate Research
Fellowships Soar in
2011
Scholars from Brandeis have been
awarded nine National Science
Foundation Graduate Research
Fellowships this year, the largest
number in a decade. The fellowship
program recognizes and supports
outstanding graduate students who
have demonstrated exceptional

promise in NSF-supported science, technology, engineering
and mathematics work, and who are pursuing research-based
master’s and doctoral degrees at accredited U.S. institutions.
This often opens doors to international research and
professional development opportunities.
Among those named fellows this year is physics major Netta
Engelhardt ’11, who is currently doing her senior thesis with
Matthew Headrick, assistant professor of physics. “When I
first learned that I received a fellowship, I was very excited
about the opportunities and possibilities that had just opened
up for me,” says Engelhardt. Added her professor, “I’m
impressed not only with her ability but also with her work
ethic and total fearlessness.”

What’s Cooking in the Chemistry
Lab
Brandeis’ emphasis on
undergraduate research is a
core value in Christine
Thomas’ classroom. After
earning her Ph.D. at Caltech,
Thomas came to Brandeis as
an assistant professor of
chemistry. Her research group
focuses on harnessing new strategies to design catalysts that
can convert abundant natural resources, such as solar energy,
into clean, sustainable fuels. This year she won a Sloan
Research Fellowship in recognition of her distinguished
performance and outstanding promise in her field.
Among the students working in Thomas’ lab, Benjy Cooper
’11 gave his second presentation in March at the semi-annual
national meeting of the American Chemical Society. It was
based on research he conducted in Thomas’ lab, and now he’s
considering offers from several doctoral programs in
chemistry at leading universities. Another student, Usman
Hameedi ’12, is a biology major who also loves chemistry and
research. But that’s not all: the junior is a spoken-word artist
and national slam champion on the collegiate level.

MISSION STATEMENT
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to providing philanthropic support to Brandeis
University, a distinguished liberal arts and research university founded by the American Jewish
community. Its membership is connected to the university through fundraising and through
activities that reflect the values on which the university was founded: academic excellence, social
justice, non sectarianism and service to the community.
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Meet Your Board of Directors!
HARRIET GLASS ULMER - PRESIDENT

LINDA SPECTOR - MEMBERSHP V.P.

Born and raised in
University City, MO, a
suburb of St. Louis,
my husband and I, our
3 children, a bird and
2 hamsters headed
west in 1968 to Santa
Barbara, CA, just as
GOO and the Isla Vista
Student Uprisings hit
the headlines. As a
returnee to college, I
was quite excited
about transferring from UMSL where I had
majored in Ed Psych, to UCSB and the
experimental teaching of monkeys to read.
However, campus shut down that quarter and my
original goal was not meant to be. Moving to LA
in 1973, I completed my BA in English Lit at UCLA
and MPA in Hospital Administration at USC,
specializing in strategic planning and policy
development. Career years were spent at Kaiser,
Good Sam, the Hospital Council of So. California,
and L.A. Care Health Plan. Eight delicious years
of semi-retirement were spent in various capacities
with the Skirball Cultural Center and as a parttime grant-writer.

I was born in St. Louis,
Missouri, but moved to
California when I was 2 years
old, so I guess you could say
California is the only home
I’ve ever known. I attended
Santa Monica High School
and just a few short years
after graduation, I married
my husband, Shelly, and this
past January, we celebrated
th
our 50 wedding anniversary.

My children all live close by (T.O., G.H., and Agoura
Hills) but the 5 grandchildren are spreading out,
especially with 3 already college graduates. The
Grands range in age from 26 to 4-1/2. My eldest
granddaughter was married last month to a
fabulous guy and I am over the moon with
happiness for them.
My Significant Other of 12-1/2 years is Sydney
Vender, born in Montreal. We live happily in
Encino and love to travel. We both support the
Brandeis Mission and its underlying philosophy.
Throughout most of my career I worked with
volunteer boards of hospital and healthcare
leaders, so in 2001when I joined BNC-SFV it was
natural for me to be interested in how the Board
operated. Ten years later, I am delighted to begin
my 2nd term as President of one of the largest and
most active BNC chapters in the country.
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We have three grown children, Susan (and Les)
Gould, William (and Kymberly) Spector, and Robert
(and Stacy) Spector. Between them, they have given
us with 8 wonderful grandchildren
After my youngest child started school I went back
to work. I started out just working a few hours a day
at a real estate company (my husband said that I went
to work, had a cup of coffee, read the paper and came
home) but what started as a part-time job became a
full time job as I became the office manager with over
100 sales agents.
I have been involved in Jewish groups ever since I
can remember. I was a member of B’nai Brith Girls,
ORT, and even worked for the head rabbi at a local
synagogue for 13 years. Additionally, I am active in
several Brandeis study groups: movie, book, lunch &
On the Town groups. Shelly is active in a men’s lunch/
speaker study group.
When I am not knitting, I can typically be found
playing Pan and Mahjong. My husband and I enjoy
traveling. Some of our favorite destinations have been
China, South America, and of course, Italy. But
something has got to be said for cruising and their
notoriously generous buffets! That said, there is
nothing like American style toilets. After I retired,
over 4 years ago, I attended a Brandies luncheon at
the Marriott Hotel and sat with 10 women I did not
know. By the end of the luncheon I “knew” the
women and joined immediately thereafter. One short
year later, I was recruited to sit on the board, first as
a director and then as a vice president of membership.
I have found my involvement in Brandies to be a major
factor in keeping me busy. In a classic switch, my
children hound me saying that I am always out
running around with my Brandies friends and don’t
have enough time for them!
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BOARD MEMBERS 2011 - 2012
OFFICERS:
President ........................................................................................................................... Harriet Glass Ulmer
Vice Presidents
Administrative .................................................................................................................. Sue Rosenfield
Book Fund ($35 & Up) ........................................................................................................ Sandy Rifkin
Book Fund ($5.50 – $34.50) ......................................... Reddy Moss - Sandy Schuffman - Adele Wiener
Fund Raising ........................................................................................................................ Robin Pelter
Membership ....................................................................Mary Millman - Lynda Spector - Lily Williger
Program ................................................................................................... Dee November - Esther Cohen
Registrar ................................................................................................................................ Sally Hanes
Study Group ......................................................................................................Judy Cohn - Evelyn Perl
Secretaries
Corresponding .............................................................................................................. Inge Zimmerman
Financial .............................................................................................................................. Naomi Javitz
Recording .............................................................................................................................. Joyce Sindel
Treasurer ..................................................................................................................................... Sandy Morgan
Chapter Information Officer ......................................................................................... Lynne Reinschreiber

DIRECTORS:
Phyllis Davidson
Marcia Gould

Linda Drescher
Jerri Hurwitz

Barbara Fein
Rita Lipshutz

Beverly Perla
Carol Sookman

Fran Shuster
Renee Symans

Carol Siembieda
Sarita Waldman

Molly Winnick

Vacancy

Vacancy

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Ruth Young (CHAIR)

Marcia Motkin (Holdover)

Muriel Eiduson

Sally Hanes
Sandy Schuffman

Sandy Morgan
Sandy Rifkin – Alternate

Beverly Perla
Lily Williger – Alternate

www.brandeissfv.org
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MAKE THIS A BRANDEIS YEAR
BRANDEIS NATIONAL COMMITTEE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY CHAPTER
2011 CALENDAR

June
July

August

Thursday June 16 .................................................................................................................................................... Board Meeting
Monday June 27 .................................................................................................................................. Art Tour with Mimi Barry
Friday July 22 ................................................................................................................................ Study Group Leaders Brunch
Friday July 29 .................................................................................................................................................... Bulletin Deadline

Thursday August 16 ................................................................................................................................................ Board Retreat
September
Pending .......................................................................................................................................................... New Members Coffee
Thursday Sept 15 .................................................................................................................................................... Board Meeting
Thursday & Friday September 28 & 29 ............................................................................................................... Rosh Hashanah
To be determined ............................................................................................................................................... Speaker Series #1
October
Friday October 7 ............................................................................................................................................................. Kol Nidre
Saturday October 8 ..................................................................................................................................................... Yom Kippur
Monday October 17 ....................................................................................................................................... Polka Dot Luncheon
Thursday October 20 .............................................................................................................................................. Board Meeting
November
To Be determined ............................................................................................................................................... Speaker Series #2
Thursday November 17 .......................................................................................................................................... Board Meeting
Thursday November 24 ........................................................................................................................................... Thanksgiving
December
December Community Event .................................................................................................................. Holiday Toy Collection
Thursday December 15 ........................................................................................................................................... Board Meeting
Tuesday December 20 .................................................................................................................................... 1st Night Hanukkah
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All Board Meetings are held at 9:30 a.m. on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the
Balboa Sports Center unless otherwise specified.
All Chapter Members are invited to attend.
17015 Burbank Blvd., Encino

